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Please find attached a recentleller from the Nevada Commission on Homeland Security (NCI-IS) urging 
your agency to immediately approve the Nevada Waiver Request filed in May 01'20)0. The NCHS has 
prioritized the development of Nevada's planned statew ide interoperable public safety wire less broadband 
network in FY 2012, and imends to dedicate funds for this purpose. However, unless the FCC approves the 
Nevada Waiver Request by March 0 [,20 [2 - li ttle more than a month from now - these dedicated funds will 
have to be reallocated. I would po int out that Nevada's request is not unique: your agency recently provided 
the State of Texas with a waiver under s imilar circumstances. 

The Nevada Waiver Request is about the safety of Nevada's citizens, who depend on the fir st responder 
community to protect them. Last week, Governor Sandoval declared a state of emergency when, in less than six 
hours, a 3,700 acre wildfire forced the evacuation of almost )0,000 resident s, businesses and school s. The fire 
destroyed 29 homes and countless livestock. The danger was great enough that Vice President Biden and the 
audience he was speaking to at a nearby school had to be evacuated. 

Nevadans continue to face grave threats from this sort of natural disaster, but the dangers they face can 
be vastly mitigated with implementation of Nevada's planned multi-jurisdictional interoperable public safety 
radio communications. Our communications strategies and tactics to protect the public are dependent on 
Nevada receiving the waiver it requested nearly two years ago. 

I wrote your agency about this in mid-November oflas! year, and received a response three weeks ago 
that the waiver was still being considered. OUf state and region require your immediate attention in completing 
the review and approva l orthe Nevada Waiver Req uest . Critical funding timelines and program implementation 
schedules arc at ris k, and this puts the public at risk. 

Thank you for your consideration on this matter. Please contact Bob Herbert of my staff at (202) 228-
4578 if you would like to di scuss any aspect of this request. 

Sincerely, 

~ HARRY REJI)~~· 
Un ited States Senator 

Enclosure: Waiver Request, Nevada Commission on Homeland Security 


